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Dear Friends,
At the halfway point of our five-year Shine Everywhere grant initiative, it is exciting 
to showcase how this partnership program is enhancing Shine Curriculum and giving 
families more tools to share faith.  
What we’re learning is being incorporated into a newly redesigned Shine Curriculum.
New features include at-home booklets and lessons for intergenerational faith formation.
Celebrate with us the ways Shine Everywhere is making a difference for families! 
This year we doubled the number of partner congregations and nearly tripled the 
number of families served! In the year to come, we look forward to widening the scope 
of Shine Everywhere’s impact even further. 
Please join us in praying that Shine Everywhere will be the spark for many more 
families to discover and practice the everywhere habits that grow faith at home!

With gratitude,
Shana Peachey Boshart
Shine Everywhere Project Facilitator

                                Shine 
          Everywhere 
            connects churches 
     and families, creating 
    impactful at-home 
resources shaped by 
the realities of our   
   communities.  

In a Nutshell

We’re excited to report that Shine Everywhere’s at-home emphasis is becoming part of Shine Curriculum!
In Fall 2026, Shine: Living in God’s Light Curriculum will include three new at-home resources:

Family Storybook
   for preschool and kindergarten families
   with six Bible stories, wondering questions, 
   prayers, songs, and fingerplays

Flicker Family Magazine 
   for families with elementary students 
   with daily devotional prompts, articles, 
   and engaging activities

Ignite Devotional 
   for junior youth 
   with daily reflection questions, 
   activities, and action prompts

To encourage and guide families as they begin to use these new resources, look for how-to videos and
articles at www.ShineCurriculum.com. Each curriculum season (Fall, Winter, Spring), teachers and
leaders are invited to join a Zoom cohort to learn how to help their families adopt these materials. 

   

Survey Results
In 2025, we conducted surveys of congregations and families who use Shine curriculum. We learned . . .
• Time pressure is the biggest reality shaping faith formation. Families repeatedly describe feeling

overwhelmed and struggling to maintain consistent faith routines. 
• People want faith formation that is relational, practical, and doable. They want resources that 

create meaningful conversation and habits with flexibility and minimal prep. 
• The “Shine distinctives” that resonate most are Bible story grounding, a

peacemaking lens, and space for questions. Both families and leaders value 
that Shine is accessible to families with differing needs, abilities, and structures. 

• Digital is desired—but carefully. Leaders want hybrid digital and print
materials and easier sharing of visual media. Some families want mobile 
or video options, while others resist on-screen resources.

• Trust matters. Recommendations people rely on most are from trusted
relationships—whether via friends or theological alignment—and clear
samples, such as preview pages, scope/sequence, and table of contents.

Stay connected 
by signing up
for updates at

ShineEverywhere.com
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Christmas Cards

Cut apart and color the cards, then share with a friend.

Peace 
on earth! 

Jesus is born! Jesus  

is our  
light!

Christmas Cards
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2025 Advent Calendar
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

December
Create or         

set up a nativity 
scene. Wait until 
December 24 to 
add Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph.

1 Talk about 
what it means 

to hope. What is 
something you 
hope for?

2 Search online 
to learn about 

Advent and 
Christmas 
traditions from 
other cultures. 
Include something 
you learn about in 
your holiday 
celebrations         
this year!

3 Make a card 
and write a 

note to someone 
who needs 
encouragement.

4 Pray for    
people who 

have been 
affected by 
flooding, fires,      
or other disasters.

5 Read Who Is 
Coming to Our 

House? by Joseph 
Slate or another 
story about 
waiting. What      
do we wait for 
during Advent?

6

Pray for 
families in our 

world who do not 
know peace, 
especially those 
whose lives are 
torn apart by 
violence and war.

9 Do an 
internet 

search for famous 
peacemakers and 
learn about 
someone who 
worked for peace.

10 Talk about 
what it 

means to be a 
peacemaker. 

11 Read         
Isaiah      

2:1–5. Draw a 
picture of the 
mountain of the 
Lord’s house.

12 Think back 
over the last 

year and name 
something new 
you learned to      
do or a skill you 
have improved. 
Celebrate the 
ways you have 
grown!

13Attend a 
worship 

service together 
on this second 
Sunday of 
Advent. Look       
for symbols of 
peace in the 
worship space.

7 Bake cookies 
together and 

share them with    
a neighbor. 

8

Learn  
about 

organizations in 
your community 
that help people. 
Choose one your 
family will    
donate to.

16 Light a 
candle and 

listen to or sing 
“Joy to the 
World.” Say a 
prayer thanking 
God for all that 
brings you joy.

17 Write and 
send a 

thank-you note to 
a community 
helper who is 
likely to be 
working during 
the holidays.

18 Read your 
favorite 

Christmas picture 
books and enjoy 
hot chocolate  
and popcorn        
(or another 
special snack).

19 Create a 
list for a 

nature scavenger 
hunt. Go for a 
walk to look for 
the items and 
celebrate the 
beauty of God’s 
creation.

20Attend 
worship 

together on this 
third Sunday of 
Advent. Who are 
the people you 
enjoy being with 
at church?

14 Tell about a 
time when 

you felt joyful. 
How do you 
express joy?

15

Home is 
one of the 

places where we 
receive comfort 
from people who 
love us. Name 
each family 
member and say a 
prayer of thanks 
for each of them.

23 Light a 
candle as 

you read Luke    
2:1–20. Add 
Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph to your 
nativity scene. 
Draw a picture of 
your favorite part 
of the story.

24
CHRISTMAS Day
Luke 2:12 (CEB) 
“This is a sign for 
you: you will find  
a newborn baby 
wrapped snugly 
and lying in a 

manger.”

25 Mary’s 
prayer 

included the 
words “[God] has 
filled the hungry 
with good things” 
(Luke 1:53 CEB). 
Gather items to 
take to a food 
bank.

26 How         
have you 

experienced      
love from others 
during this 
Christmas season? 
Talk about ways 
you can share 
love with others 
throughout the 
year.

27Attend 
worship 

together on this 
fourth Sunday of 
Advent. Talk 
about ways you 
can share love 
this Christmas.

21 Watch a 
Christmas 

movie together or 
sing Christmas 
carols.

22

Talk about 
important 

moments of the 
last year and 
write down 
milestones you 
want to 
remember.

30 The 
shepherds 

returned, praising 
God. As you 
return to your 
normal routine 
after the holiday 
season, what      
will you share 
with others?

31Attend 
worship 

together on this 
first Sunday after 
Christmas. Talk 
about what you 
heard and saw 
during worship.

28 Read They 
Followed    

a Bright Star by 
Joan Alavedra or 
another story 
about the 
shepherds and 
kings who      
visited Jesus.

29

November
Attend a 

worship service 
together on this 
first Sunday of 
Advent. Name 
your favorite song 
or favorite part      
of the worship 
service.

30

Illustration by Kate Cosgrove

Making a Difference: 
Our Impact in Numbers

6Practices that 
Grow Faith at Home

The parents asked for something
to do at home, and I know
families are doing it because 
the third, fourth, and fifth 
graders talk about it at church.

The parents asked for something

graders talk about it at church.

254     Families and 

18      Shine Everywhere Partners
Partners distribute the at-home family faith formation resource,
Shine Families. Families in partner congregations receive a new
issue every month, and each issue gives ideas and tips for doing
one of six practices designed to build faith. Partners also plan
activities that connect families to each other or that help parents
themselves grow spiritually.

375    Families Received the   
   Shine Families Resource

264    Congregations 
   Responded to a 
   Shine Survey

Shine creators wanted to understand
how Shine was perceived by users and
what changes might enhance it. We also
wanted to hear about the daily lives of
families with children. In May 2025,
we launched one survey of families
and another survey of congregations.
Turn the page to see what we learned!

2    Shine Community 
  Connect Gatherings

In response to the survey, we hosted Zoom
meetings for our most engaged leaders and
families. We previewed upcoming products,
asked participants to give their counsel on
new resources, and invited prominent faith
formation leaders to present. So far, we’ve
brought authors Meredith Miller (Woven and
Wonder) and Natalie Frisk (Raising Disciples)
to share their parenting wisdom. We plan to
offer these gatherings twice a year.

I went to the home of
one family and saw a
bowl with slips of paper
in it—an activity from
the most recent Shine
Families resource.

Grow faith by having
honest conversations
and welcoming good
questions.

Learn simple, daily
rhythms of prayer
that fit your life 
and culture.

Embrace rituals and
traditions that build
joy and belonging.

Meet Jesus in acts of
kindness and service
to neighbors near
and far.

Build a culture of
curiosity and learn
the Bible together.

Worship together
at church, where
community and
encouragement
flourish.

My husband and I have tried 
to bring faith into dinner
conversations more lately.

My husband and I have tried 

conversations more lately.

3 New Digital Kits
Offered for Sale 

3,600    Subscribers 
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reate traditions that align with your family’s interests. If your child enjoys singing, join friends or your 

church family in caroling. If your family loves the outdoors, find a local Christmas tree farm and make       

it a special day of selecting and decorating a tree. As you light the tree, share this blessing: God of light,    

may this tree fill our home with joy and remind us to share your light with others. Amen.

njoy your children and nurture family warmth. Take time to be with each child one-on-one to listen         

to their stories and wonderings, explore their interests, and laugh together. Whether a few minutes       

at bedtime, in the car, on a walk, or during a meal, spending time with your child will lead to a 

relationship of love and warmth that will last a lifetime. 

earn about the origins of family rituals and traditions. Interview older family members to learn      

how they celebrated Advent and Christmas. Talk together about why your family’s customs are 

meaningful and enjoyable. Learn about celebrations in other families and other countries. 

ncourage times of conversation and storytelling during holiday celebrations. In Jewish celebrations of 

Passover, children ask questions of adults who then tell stories of the exodus from Egypt and explain         

the meaning of foods eaten at the Passover Seder. Create a short list of questions your children can          

ask at Christmas that adults can answer with stories from the Bible and family stories of holidays past. 

e flexible. Feel free to add something new or change your family’s holiday celebrations as your    

children and their interests grow and change. As they mature, welcome their contributions to 

planning, decorating, and so on. This allows them the opportunity to learn how to create their           

own celebrations of Advent and Christmas that they can one day share with their family. 

emember special events or vacations with a small souvenir or postcard. Keep them in a special              

box that you can pull out and reminisce about fun times together. Build your Christmas ornament     

collection by purchasing an inexpensive ornament while on family vacations. Decorating the tree 

becomes a walk down memory lane as you open and hang every ornament. 

nticipate your child’s needs. Advent and Christmas celebrations can be overwhelming for young 

 or neurodiverse children. Anticipate when your child might need a break from the festivities and 

   find a quiet place to relax. Bring a familiar toy or blanket to soothe big feelings and calm anxiety.   

ake photographs. We remember to take pictures of significant events, such as birthday parties, 

weddings, and graduations, but often forget to record everyday celebratory moments. Have your 

phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 

awe-inspiring in nature.  

ase into holiday celebrations with young children. Doing all the holiday things—such as caroling, 

parties, parades, church pageants, opening presents at home AND at grandparents’ house—can be

overwhelming. It’s okay not to do everything! Start small and add something new as children grow       

and are able to handle all the excitement.  

May this Christmas be a blessing to your family!
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Coming to Our 

House?
Coming to Our 
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Slate or another 
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Pray for 
families in our 
Pray for 
families in our 
Pray for 

world who do not 
know peace, 
especially those 
know peace, 
especially those 
know peace, 

whose lives are 
especially those 
whose lives are 
especially those 

torn apart by 
violence and war.
torn apart by 
violence and war.
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listen to or sing 
“Joy to the 
listen to or sing 
“Joy to the 
listen to or sing 

World.” Say a 
“Joy to the 
World.” Say a 
“Joy to the 
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Good News Angels

Make some angels to hang up and decorate for Christmas. They will help you remember the good news about Jesus. 

You will need

• Newspaper 

• Pencil 

• Scissors 

• Markers (optional) 

• Sequins (optional) 

• Glitter glue (optional) 

Follow these steps

1. Cut a strip of newspaper 5 in / 12 cm long. 

Starting at one end, fold the strip like a fan,      

first one way, then the other. You should end      

up with a rectangle about 2 in / 5 cm wide. 

2. Draw half of an angel using simple shapes.         

The middle of the angel should be on a fold, 

with the edge of the wing on the end. Be sure 

that part of the angel touches both sides of         

the strip. 

3. Cut out your angel. Open the folds to see a 

whole choir of angels. 

4. Decorate with markers, sequins, or glitter glue. 

• Markers (optional) 

• Sequins (optional) 

• Glitter glue (optional) 

Follow these steps

1. Cut a strip of newspaper 5 in / 12 cm long. 

Starting at one end, fold the strip like a fan,      

first one way, then the other. You should end      
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Celebrate
Jesus!

Kit Gift Tag 
Template
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Advent Prayer Cards
Cut apart the Advent Cards. Read the Advent prayers each day during Advent. Take turns reading “One,” then join together as you read “All”. Color    the Joy candle pink and the    other candles purple. Color        the Christmas Coloring Page    on Christmas      Eve or        Christmas Day!

HopeIn those days and at that 
time, I will raise up a 

righteous branch from 
David’s line, who will          

do what is just and            
right in the land. 

—Jeremiah 33:15 (CEB)

One: May our spirits be filled with 

hope during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.
One: May our hearts be filled with God’s 

peace during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.

One: May our hearts overflow with 

rejoicing during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.
One: May our hearts be open to God’s 

love during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.

PeaceThe dawn from heaven will 

break upon us, to give light      

to those who are sitting in 

darkness and in the shadow      

of death, to guide us on           

the path of peace.  
—Luke 1:78–79 (CEB)

Joy
Sing to the Lord, who         

has done glorious          
things; proclaim                

this throughout                 
all the earth.  —Isaiah 12:5 (CEB)

LoveMary said, “With all my           

heart I glorify the Lord!              

In the depths of who I                

am I rejoice in God                     

my savior.”   —Luke 1:46–47 (CEB)

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Make some angels to hang up and decorate for Christmas. They will help you remember the good news about Jesus. 

Make some angels to hang up and decorate for Christmas. They will help you remember the good news about Jesus. 

Kit Gift Tag 

Cut apart the Advent Cards. Read the Advent prayers each day 

One: May our hearts be filled with God’s 

peace during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.

One: May our hearts be open to God’s 

love during this season of Advent. 

PeaceThe dawn from heaven will 

break upon us, to give light      

to those who are sitting in 

darkness and in the shadow      

of death, to guide us on           

the path of peace.  
—Luke 1:78–79 (CEB)

LoveMary said, “With all my           

heart I glorify the Lord!              

In the depths of who I                

In the depths of who I                

am I rejoice in God                     

am I rejoice in God                     

my savior.”   —Luke 1:46–47 (CEB)
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Advent Memory Game Cards

Make two copies of this page on cardstock. Cut the cards apart to play a 
Memory Game. Mix up the cards and lay them facedown. The first player 
picks up two cards to try to find a match. If they are not a match, the cards 
are put back down and play goes to the next person. If the cards match, the 
player keeps the cards and tries to match two more cards. The person with 
the most matches at the end of the game is the winner.

that help people. 
Choose one your 
that help people. 
Choose one your 
that help people. 

family will    
Choose one your 
family will    
Choose one your 

donate to.
family will    
donate to.
family will    

21

“Joy to the 
World.” Say a 
“Joy to the 
World.” Say a 
“Joy to the 

prayer thanking 
World.” Say a 
prayer thanking 
World.” Say a 

God for all that 
prayer thanking 
God for all that 
prayer thanking 

You will need

• Newspaper 

• Pencil 

• Scissors 

• Markers (optional) 

• Sequins (optional) 

• Glitter glue (optional) 

Follow these steps

1. Cut a strip of newspaper 5 in / 12 cm long. 

Starting at one end, fold the strip like a fan,      

first one way, then the other. You should end      
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Instructions

Print the story figures onto cardstock and cut apart on the bold lines. 

Color if desired. Laminate the story figures or use packing tape to cover     

the front and back of each piece to make them sturdier. 

Tape a story figure to a paper cup or         

wooden block.  

Children can use the story figures 

to act out the story as you read the 

Christmas story from The Peace         
         

    

Table or another story Bible.

Share the Story

Mary

Joseph

Angel

Shepherds

Baby Jesus

Illustrations by Len Epstein

love during this season of Advent. 

All: We wait for you, O God.

We celebrate the birth of the Savior, who brings hope, peace, joy, and love.
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The 12 Days of Christmas
The 12 Days of Christmas are the days from Christmas Day (December 25) to Epiphany Eve (January 5). Epiphany,          or Three Kings’ Day, is celebrated on         January 6. You might want to light a candle during these 12 days, to        remember Jesus’ birth, then do the      activity shown for each day.

December 25

Look for  
1 bright  

star tonight.

December 26 

Give 2 hugs to someone in your 
family.

December 27

Tell 3 people  
“thank you”  

today.

December 28 

Name 4  
gifts you  

gave.

December 30

Do 6 acts of  
kindness for  
your family.

December 29 

Find 5 things that  
remind you of the  
gifts of the magi.

January 1

Name 8 things  
God made  
that make  

you happy.

December 31 

Start the new year with a clean room! Pick up 7 things and 
put them away.

January 2

Dance to  
9 songs. 

January 3 

List 10 things  
for which you  
are thankful.

January 4

Make a  
paper chain  

with 11 links.

January 5 

Go on a scavenger 
hunt to find 12 

things that remind you of Christmas.

first one way, then the other. You should end      

up with a rectangle about 2 in / 5 cm wide. 

2. Draw half of an angel using simple shapes.         

The middle of the angel should be on a fold, 
first one way, then the other. You should end      

up with a rectangle about 2 in / 5 cm wide. 

2. Draw half of an angel using simple shapes.         

The middle of the angel should be on a fold, 

with the edge of the wing on the end. Be sure 

that part of the angel touches both sides of         

3. Cut out your angel. Open the folds to see a 

whole choir of angels. 

4. Decorate with markers, sequins, or glitter glue. 
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phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 

awe-inspiring in nature.  

ase into holiday celebrations with young children. Doing all the holiday things—such as caroling, 

parties, parades, church pageants, opening presents at home AND at grandparents’ house—can be

overwhelming. It’s okay not to do everything! Start small and add something new as children grow       

and are able to handle all the excitement.  

May this Christmas be a blessing to your family!

first one way, then the other. You should end      

up with a rectangle about 2 in / 5 cm wide. 

2. Draw half of an angel using simple shapes.         

The middle of the angel should be on a fold, 

with the edge of the wing on the end. Be sure 

that part of the angel touches both sides of         

the strip. 

3. Cut out your angel. Open the folds to see a 

whole choir of angels. 

4. Decorate with markers, sequins, or glitter glue. 

Permission is granted by 
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The middle of the angel should be on a fold, 

with the edge of the wing on the end. Be sure 

that part of the angel touches both sides of         

the strip. 

3. Cut out your angel. Open the folds to see a 

whole choir of angels. 

4. Decorate with markers, sequins, or glitter glue. 

ake photographs. We remember to take pictures of significant events, such as birthday parties, 

weddings, and graduations, but often forget to record everyday celebratory moments. Have your 

phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 
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The Peace         
         

    

The Peace         
         

    

Mary

Joseph

Shepherds

Illustrations by Len Epstein
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phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 

ase into holiday celebrations with young children. Doing all the holiday things—such as caroling, 

parties, parades, church pageants, opening presents at home AND at grandparents’ house—can be

overwhelming. It’s okay not to do everything! Start small and add something new as children grow       

May this Christmas be a blessing to your family!

ake photographs. We remember to take pictures of significant events, such as birthday parties, 

weddings, and graduations, but often forget to record everyday celebratory moments. Have your 

phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 

 to copy this page for use with congregations and families. 

May this Christmas be a blessing to your family!
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The 12 Days of Christmas
The 12 Days of Christmas are the days from Christmas Day (December 25) to Epiphany Eve (January 5). Epiphany,          or Three Kings’ Day, is celebrated on         January 6. You might want to light a candle during these 12 days, to        remember Jesus’ birth, then do the      activity shown for each day.

December 25

Look for  
1 bright  

star tonight. someone in your 

December 30

Do 
kindness for  
your family.

December 29 

Find 5 things that  
remind you of the  
gifts of the magi.

January 2

Dance to  
9 songs. 

January 3 

List 10 things  
for which you  
are thankful.

Permission is granted by Shine: Living in God’s Light Curriculum to copy this page for use with congregations and families. 

Designed by Debbie Noffsinger. All rights reserved.

reate traditions that align with your family’s interests. If your child enjoys singing, join friends or your 

church family in caroling. If your family loves the outdoors, find a local Christmas tree farm and make       

it a special day of selecting and decorating a tree. As you light the tree, share this blessing: God of light,    

may this tree fill our home with joy and remind us to share your light with others. Amen.

njoy your children and nurture family warmth. Take time to be with each child one-on-one to listen         

to their stories and wonderings, explore their interests, and laugh together. Whether a few minutes       

at bedtime, in the car, on a walk, or during a meal, spending time with your child will lead to a 

relationship of love and warmth that will last a lifetime. 

earn about the origins of family rituals and traditions. Interview older family members to learn      

how they celebrated Advent and Christmas. Talk together about why your family’s customs are 

meaningful and enjoyable. Learn about celebrations in other families and other countries. 

ncourage times of conversation and storytelling during holiday celebrations. In Jewish celebrations of 

Passover, children ask questions of adults who then tell stories of the exodus from Egypt and explain         

the meaning of foods eaten at the Passover Seder. Create a short list of questions your children can          

ask at Christmas that adults can answer with stories from the Bible and family stories of holidays past. 

e flexible. Feel free to add something new or change your family’s holiday celebrations as your    

children and their interests grow and change. As they mature, welcome their contributions to 

planning, decorating, and so on. This allows them the opportunity to learn how to create their           

own celebrations of Advent and Christmas that they can one day share with their family. 

emember special events or vacations with a small souvenir or postcard. Keep them in a special              

box that you can pull out and reminisce about fun times together. Build your Christmas ornament     

collection by purchasing an inexpensive ornament while on family vacations. Decorating the tree 

becomes a walk down memory lane as you open and hang every ornament. 

nticipate your child’s needs. Advent and Christmas celebrations can be overwhelming for young 

 or neurodiverse children. Anticipate when your child might need a break from the festivities and 

   find a quiet place to relax. Bring a familiar toy or blanket to soothe big feelings and calm anxiety.   

ake photographs. We remember to take pictures of significant events, such as birthday parties, 

weddings, and graduations, but often forget to record everyday celebratory moments. Have your 

phone ready when children learn a new skill, interact with pets, share a story, or find something 

awe-inspiring in nature.  

ase into holiday celebrations with young children. Doing all the holiday things—such as caroling, 

parties, parades, church pageants, opening presents at home AND at grandparents’ house—can be

overwhelming. It’s okay not to do everything! Start small and add something new as children grow       

and are able to handle all the excitement.  

May this Christmas be a blessing to your family!
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